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Otto and Steed Alston are middle schoolers who have spent their
summer having magical mystery adventures. However, they have
never had a day like the last day of summer. On that day they are
tricked by Mr. Flux into using a magical camera to freeze time for
their hometown and everyone in it. With help from the magical
beings whose jobs it is to watch time and Otto’s future self, the
cousins defeat Mr. Flux. They use time travel to erase the missed
opportunity that created Mr. Flux, who was intent on stopping
anyone else from having a missed opportunity.
There are many different ways to do time travel in a story, and this
one puts a lot of emphasis on the common rule that someone
from the future cannot change things in the past. However, the
book then turns this rule on its head by saying that people are
not things and so they can be changed. The book’s author, Lamar
Giles, is the co-founder of We Need Diverse Books, and this book
shows her strong commitment to diverse representations as it
has African American characters who speak with appropriate
language and tone. This character representation of diversity is
refreshing in a landscape of books that often does not include
diverse voices. Sadly, sometimes the book’s text and pictures give
differing information. For example, on one spread the pictures
and words depicted different cousins holding the camera. These
types of inaccuracies can be confusing for readers trying to
remember which character is which.
*Contains mild violence.
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